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Je and Ed Riojas lived two doors down from each other as students at the University of Southern California. Despite
practically being neighbors, it took a chance meeting several hundred miles to the north for the two to meet.

One weekend, Nancy decided to join friends traveling to Northern
California to attend a USC Trojan football game. Meanwhile, Ed was
temporarily residing up there during an internship and accepted an
invitation to join the group. Friendship was only the beginning for the
two; Nancy and Ed eventually became engaged in
March 2009.
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“Ed and I had dated for a very long time, so it was
Fun, Vibrant
going to be nearly impossible to surprise me,” says
and Elegant
Nancy. Another complication was the language
culture
barrier: Ed first wanted to obtain Nancy’s parents’
Fusion of
blessing but did not speak Korean. He enlisted the
Taiwanese,
help of her close cousins to take her out, and he
Mexican
then asked the bride’s brother to translate for him
& Korean
Cultures
during the formal meeting. “When I came back home
later in the day, I wondered why my parents were in
such a good mood,” she jokes. With the bride’s family in the know, Ed had
to act fast before word got out. The proposal came two weeks later on
White Day, a Korean holiday similar to Valentine’s Day, when he popped
the question early in the morning at their favorite Malibu beach. “I was so
impressed that they all managed to keep the secret from me!” says Nancy,
who was equally surprised by Ed’s second surprise of that weekend—an
engagement celebration that included out-of-town relatives.
Nancy and Ed wanted to honor the importance of family in their wedding.
The groom’s mother chose December 13 for the big day by following
a Chinese tradition that uses the couple’s birthdays to select a lucky
date. The fusion of cultures—Korean on the bride’s side and Taiwanese
and Mexican on the groom’s side—was a prominent feature throughout,
beginning with the marriage ceremony that took place on the outdoor
lawn of The Resort at Pelican Hill. They integrated both a Korean bowing
ceremony and the Hispanic tradition of the lasso, in which a large
wedding rosary is tied around the couple to symbolize their union.
During the cocktail hour, they served signature drinks made from Korean
alcohol and offered Rioja wine (a reference to the groom’s family name).
It was during this time that the couple respectfully changed into hanbok,
traditional Korean attire sent especially for the occasion from the bride’s
relatives in South Korea.
Photography Ray Soemarsono and Erwin Darmali of Apertura

134

thebrideandbloom.com

The beautifully-draped reception room made a bold statement with the
jewel-toned purple and green color scheme chosen by Nancy and Ed.
From the amethyst and lilac Chinese lanterns that dangled above the
dance floor to the emerald-hued tablecloths and seat covers, the color
combination created a vibrant and rich ambience.
Nancy and Ed had fun planning the wedding together and wanted this
to be their guiding mantra for the celebration. One way they inspired
guests to have fun was through the photo station that included fun props
to liven up their pictures. Not forgetting their guests who might want
to indulge their sweet tooth, the couple provided mini Chinese take-out
boxes for stashing treats from the candy station.
Another surprise for the guests: a special performance put on by the
couple and their bridal party. Decked out in matching black-and-white
Adidas track suits, the group gave a rousing performance that ended
in an emotional group hug. “Everyone was energized and excited after
finishing the routine that we had practiced so hard for. This energy carried
over to our guests [who] poured onto the dance floor and surrounded us.
We all went crazy on the dance floor,” Nancy reminisces. For a pair that
puts family first, this highlight was exactly what they envisioned for their
big day.

The newlyweds carefully cut into their “floating” cake,
which was suspended in mid-air.
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The bride and groom smiling in their hanbok, traditional
Korean garments.
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To honor the groom’s
Mexican heritage, the
couple incorporated
the Hispanic lasso
tradition in their
ceremony.
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• style
What
is
your
advice to future
brides?

The wedding party strikes a pose after
their energetic dance performance.

“Enjoy and cherish the
time you spend together!
Once you begin to plan
for the wedding, the best
advice I can offer is to
take as much stress off
you and your fiancé as
possible by delegating.
The easiest way to ensure
this is to hire a wedding
planner. For an event of a
lifetime, you are going to
need professional help!”
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Wedding Coordinator
The Special Day, Carolyn Chen
Bridal Salon
Haute Bride
Bridal Gown
Martina Liana
Bridesmaid Dresses
Priscilla of Boston
Bridesmaid Shoes & Accessories
Kate Spade New York
from Neiman Marcus
Shoe Brooch from Haute Bride
Groom’s Formalwear & Shoes
HUGO BOSS
Groom’s Accessories
Cuff Links from Bloomingdale’s
Watch from CH Premier Jewelers
Engagement & Wedding Rings
CH Premier Jewelers

Decorative Chinese knots on
the emerald chair covers.

Wedding Jewelry
Earrings by Swarovski
Necklace from Haute Bride
Makeup Artist
Joyce Luck Style, Jessica Ahn
Hair Stylist
Joyce Luck Style, Beth Hickman
venue
The Resort at Pelican Hill
Newport Beach, CA
Stationery
Angie Yung-Huey
Officiant
JPR Weddings, JP Reynolds
Florist
Nisie’s Enchanted Florist
Music
Hey Mister DJ, Lee Dyson
Violinist
Reiko Nakano
Photography
Ray Soemarsono and Erwin Darmali of
Apertura
Photo Station
LA Photo Party
Videography
Elysium Productions
Catering & Cake
The Resort at Pelican Hill
Favors
CandyWarehouse.com
Linens
Wildflower Linen
Lighting
G2 Audio and Lighting
Specialty Rentals
Arriba! L&H; Barker Decor Service Inc.;
Classic Party Rentals; Luxe Event Rentals
Bridal Party Hip-Hop Performance
Choreographed by Brandie Stevenson
of Ariel Dance Productions
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Honeymoon
Destination
Tokyo and Bali

